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The Oklahoma Partnership Initiative (OPI) is to 
increase the well-being of, and to improve the 
permanency outcomes for, children affected by 
methamphetamine and other substances of 
abuse, by addressing the growing problem of 
children who are at high risk for substance abuse 
and other problem behaviors due to their 
parents’ substance abuse. 

Background

• Monthly Steering Committee meetings;
• Development of Data Sharing Workgroup;
• Created recruitment flyers: OU Child Study 
Center and Specialized Outpatient Services

Progress

1. Universal alcohol and drug screening for 
parents in the child welfare system;
2. Expansion of services to newborns with 
prenatal substance exposure through enhanced 
identification and intervention;
3. Early intervention and preventive services for 
children and adolescents of substance abusing 
parents through evidence-based programs;
4. Improvements in cross-system information 
sharing mechanisms to ensure consistent data 
collection across substance abuse and 
child welfare systems.

Objectives

• Key project staff turnovers have consistently 
plagued the OPI project;
• Recruitment;
• Establishing protocol for referral process;
• Program implementation

Challenges

The Strengthening Families Program (SFP) 
is a nationally and internationally recognized 
parenting and family strengthening program 

for high-risk families. SFP is an evidence-
based family skills training program found to 

significantly  reduce problem behaviors, 
delinquency, and alcohol and drug 

abuse in children and to improve social 
competencies and school performance. 
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